
1	
  
	
  

Gospel	
  in	
  Life:	
  Grace	
  Changes	
  Everything	
  
Session	
  8:	
  ETERNITY—The	
  World	
  That	
  is	
  To	
  Come	
  
By	
  Timothy	
  Keller	
  
	
  
Review:	
   	
  
	
  
Bible	
  Study:	
  
Read	
  aloud	
  Isaiah	
  60:15-­‐22	
  and	
  then	
  work	
  through	
  the	
  questions	
  below.	
  
	
  
1. What	
  will	
  heaven	
  be	
  like	
  according	
  to	
  Isaiah’s	
  description	
  in	
  verses	
  17-­‐21?	
  How	
  does	
  this	
  compare	
  

with	
  the	
  description	
  in	
  Revelation	
  21:1-­‐4,	
  22-­‐27?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
2. How	
  can	
  the	
  knowledge	
  that	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  no	
  violence	
  or	
  destruction	
  in	
  the	
  future	
  kingdom	
  help	
  us,	
  

and	
  those	
  we	
  come	
  into	
  contact	
  with,	
  to	
  cope	
  with	
  the	
  violence	
  and	
  destruction	
  we	
  experience	
  
around	
  us?	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
3. God	
  is	
  described	
  in	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  ways	
  and	
  given	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  titles	
  in	
  this	
  passage.	
  What	
  do	
  we	
  learn	
  

about	
  God	
  and	
  what	
  does	
  it	
  mean	
  for	
  our	
  relationship	
  with	
  Him?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
4. Richard	
  Mouw	
  writes:	
  

	
   	
  
“My	
  own	
  hunch	
  is	
  that	
  God	
  has	
  provided	
  us	
  with	
  a	
  rich	
  storehouse	
  of	
  diverse	
  images	
  of	
  the	
  afterlife,	
  all	
  
of	
  them	
  hints	
  in	
  the	
  direction	
  of	
  something	
  that	
  is	
  beyond	
  our	
  present	
  comprehension,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  
be	
  free	
  to	
  draw	
  on	
  one	
  or	
  another	
  of	
  them	
  as	
  a	
  particular	
  situation	
  in	
  our	
  life	
  may	
  require.	
   	
  
	
  
In	
  what	
  situations	
  might	
  we	
  draw	
  on	
  the	
  description	
  of	
  heaven	
  in	
  Isaiah	
  60?	
  What	
  other	
  
descriptions	
  of	
  eternity	
  have	
  you	
  drawn	
  on	
  in	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  why?	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
Read	
  aloud	
  Isaiah	
  60:1-­‐14	
  and	
  then	
  watch	
  Session	
  8	
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DVD	
  Notes:	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Discussion	
  Questions:	
  
1. Was	
  there	
  anything	
  from	
  the	
  video	
  that	
  was	
  new	
  to	
  you?	
  Did	
  you	
  hear	
  anything	
  that	
  raised	
  more	
  

questions	
  in	
  your	
  mind?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
2. Isaiah	
  60	
  describes	
  a	
  vision	
  of	
  the	
  New	
  Jerusalem	
  as	
  incorporating	
  the	
  cultural	
  achievements	
  of	
  all	
  

people	
  and	
  all	
  nations.	
  What	
  aspects	
  of	
  your	
  work	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  might	
  be	
  incorporated	
  into	
  this	
  final	
  
kingdom?	
  How	
  does	
  this	
  affect	
  your	
  understanding	
  of	
  your	
  work?	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
3. The	
  community	
  described	
  here	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  perfectly	
  restored	
  shalom.	
  What	
  are	
  some	
  tangible	
  ways	
  

that	
  the	
  church	
  can	
  be	
  a	
  foretaste	
  of	
  that	
  community?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
4. What	
  are	
  some	
  things	
  that	
  are	
  competing	
  with	
  God	
  as	
  your	
  “glory”	
  and	
  your	
  “everlasting	
  light”?	
  

What	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  would	
  change	
  if	
  God	
  were	
  your	
  only	
  glory	
  and	
  everlasting	
  light?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

5. Now	
  that	
  you	
  have	
  completed	
  the	
  Gospel	
  in	
  Life	
  study,	
  take	
  a	
  few	
  minutes	
  to	
  look	
  back	
  through	
  your	
  
notes	
  (or	
  reflect)	
  and	
  then	
  share	
  with	
  the	
  group	
  one	
  thing	
  that	
  changed	
  or	
  affected	
  you,	
  and	
  explain	
  
why.	
  Pray	
  about	
  these	
  discoveries	
  and	
  realizations	
  during	
  your	
  time	
  of	
  prayer	
  together.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  


